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poor-spirited wretch, with other epithets of the like
kind; whilst Tom was honoured with the appellations
of a brave lad, a jolly dog, and an honest fellow. Indeed,
his behaviour to Black George much ingratiated him
with all the servants. For though that fellow was before
universally disliked, yet he was no sooner turned away
than he was as universally pitied; and the friendship
and gallantry of Tom Jones was celebrated by them all
with the highest applause, and they condemned Master
Blifil as openly as they durst, without incurring the
danger of offending his mother. For all this, however,
poor Tom smarted in the flesh, for though Thwackum
had been inhibited to exercise his arm on the foregoing
account, yet, as the proverb says, It is easy to find a
stick, &c. So was it easy to find a rod; and, indeed,
the not being able to find one was the only thing which
could have kept Thwackum any long time from chastising
poor Jones.
Had the bare delight in the sport been the only in-
ducement to the pedagogue, it is probable Master Blifil
would likewise have had his share. But though Mr. All-
worthy had given him frequent orders to make no
difference between the lads, yet was Thwackum al-
together as kind and gentle to this youth, as he was
harsh, nay even barbarous, to the other. To say the
truth, Blifil had greatly gained his master's affections,
partly by the profound respect he always showed his
person, but much more by the decent reverence with
which he received his doctrine; for he had got by heart,
and frequently repeated, his phrases, and maintained all
his master's religious principles with a zeal which was